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 Meta-research unit focused on studying the 
interdisciplinary and societal impact of humanities 
and social sciences (SSH).

 Provide decision-makers and researchers with the 
skills and knowledge needed to support and 
develop impact indicators for SSH research.

 15 researchers, grants: Velux Foundation, Danish 
Council for Independent Research, European 
Commission, Danish Ministry of Science etc.

Humanomics Research Centre





A hot topic in SSH



 Universities and research units are expected to establish a track record for 
impact (for careers, funding, accountability etc.) 

 Broader societal impact has becomes an obligatory component of research 
evaluation (EU, SIAMPI, IMPACT-EVT, REF, NSF, SEP etc.)

 ‘Grand challenges’ H2020, ‘Societal Missions/Moonshots’ for FP9

 Considerable dissatisfaction with the way science relates to economy & society 
(post-truth, post-trust, AI, biotech, crisis of humanities) 

 “Failure” of translation mainly related to the science system and scientists 
(many studies, e.g. ESRC 2009, Young 2008)

The Impact Agenda of SSH



The world is calling

… who is answering? 



Democracy in a Post Truth Era 





Online social networks appear to be strongly homophilous and polarized 

Political blogosphere US Election

Co-citation structure of political blogs. Colors reflect political orientation: red for 
conservative, blue for liberal, orange links go from liberal to conservative











Are SSH ready?





R&D collaboration

Tech transfer (IPR, licenses)

Consutlancy

IMPACT OF RESEARCH

Advisory roles

Informal collaboration

Education-based collaboration

Knowledge circulation

Open Science & innovation



Enjoy the conference

David Budtz Pedersen: davidp@hum.aau.dk

Twitter: @HumanomicsMap

Website: http://mapping-humanities.dk

Supported by

mailto:davidp@hum.aau.dk
http://mapping-humanities.dk/


Agnete Gersing
Permanent Secretary at the Ministry of  Higher Education and Science, 

Denmark

Plenary opening

Impact of  Social Sciences & Humanities
4-5 October 2018, Copenhagen 



David Skorton
Secretary (CEO), Smithsonian Institution, Washington D.C.

& Former President of  Cornell University, USA

Plenary opening

Impact of  Social Sciences & Humanities
4-5 October 2018, Copenhagen 



Mihiri Seneviratne
Senior Policy Advisor  of  the Government’s What Works Team, 

Cabinet’s office, UK

Plenary opening

Impact of  Social Sciences & Humanities
4-5 October 2018, Copenhagen 



The UK’s What Works Initiative

Mihiri Seneviratne, 

Senior Policy Adviser, Cabinet Office, UK

Source: What Works Centre for Local Economic Growth (2018)





Translating 
evidence 

Disseminating 
evidence 

Implementing 
evidence

Synthesizing 
existing 
evidence 

Producing 
primary 
evidence 

Evaluating and 
improving 
practice



What Works 
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Progress so far
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Looking ahead

• Extending to new policy areas
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• Increasing impact: focus on knowledge 

mobilisation, implementation, and evaluation 

of scale up  



Looking ahead

• Extending to new policy areas

• Increasing impact: focus on knowledge 

mobilisation, implementation, and evaluation 

of scale up  

• Understanding and measuring own impact
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Up next

11.00

11.30-12.45

Group picture and coffee break

Science for Policy Gemyse 1

Stakeholder Co-creation Lumbye Hall

Regional Research Infrastructures Gemyse 2

Interdisciplinary Research HC Andersen castle


